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ALLIANCE FOR SoCIAL DIALOGUE (ASD)

Alliance for Social Dialogue was set up with an aim
to promote dialogue within Nepal on a variety of
issues, including but not limited to the promotion
of democratic values and institutions in Nepal.
ASD has been engaging with Nepali stakehold-
ers in an effort to exercise intellectual leadership
in important areas that promote an open society,
such as education, human rights, and independent
media.

ASD seeks to develop strategic partnerships
and networks to facilitate discussion and dialogue
of policy issues in contemporary Nepali society. It
works towards enhancing the role of democratic
civil society actors in consolidating the democratic
process in an effort to foster an open society in
this period of political transition.

ASD receives financial assistance from the
Open Society Institute (OSI) to run its activities
and programmes and it has been assisting OSI in
the development of their funding priorities in Ne-
pal. ASD has been conducting outreach activities
through consultations, workshops, site visits, etc,
in an effort to encourage local organizations to
propose innovative ideas and submit proposals for
funding in ASD’s priority areas with the potential
to advance concepts, policies and programmes and
generate long-term solutions to local problems
and challenges.

Structure and Working Process of the ASD
Alliance for Social Dialogue is an unincorporated
group of individuals consisting of Nepali social
scientists, human rights activists, media persons
and educationists with an intention of promoting
democratic values that can lead towards a free and
open society in Nepal. ASD conducts its activities
with the backing of a Secretariat currently housed
at the Social Science Baha (SSB), Kathmandu. The
Secretariat has been providing administrative and
organizational support to ASD, including but not
limited to organizing meetings and workshops, and
collecting and processing project proposals.

ASD is governed by a set of by-laws which
provides for an Executive Commiittee of five indi-
viduals. It has been a priority of the ASD to ensure
that both the ASD and its Executive Committee
are representative of Nepal’s social and ethnic
diversity. ASD runs programmes through its the-
matic Sub-committees comprising of members of
ASD and the Secretariat in areas identified by its
Executive Committee.

Mission of ASD

a) To be an open forum for reasoned and in-
formed debate in order to contribute to build-
ing an open, democratic, inclusive, equitable,
just, peaceful and prosperous Nepal;

b) To help create a more critically aware and bet-
ter informed citizenry who will contribute to
the development of Nepal;

¢) To make academia, media and social activism
more inclusive and representative of Nepali
society; and

d) To work with socially diverse individuals and
institutions in pursuit of the above goals.

Obijectives of ASD

The overall objectives of the ASD is to promote

dialogue within Nepal on a variety of issues as re-

flected in its vision statement. In particular, ASD

a) Facilitates social dialogue as a means of pro-
moting greater public participation in social
and political affairs;

b) Organises orientation programmes, work-
shops, conferences and informal discussions
on issues of education, human rights, media
and political transition, and publishes policy
documents on the same;

¢)  Creates a platform to facilitate policy debates
on contemporary issues facing Nepali society;

d) Supports innovative local initiatives through
different levels of networking and alliance
building;

e) Encourages democratic actors, civil society and
the media to take an active role in strengthen-
ing an open society; and

f)  Facilitates grant-making by OSI in Nepal with
respect to specific projects and initiatives by
providing analysis, guidance, and recommen-
dations with respect thereto.

OPEN SocIETY INSTITUTE (OSI)

The Open Society Institute works to build vibrant
and tolerant democracies whose governments are
accountable to their citizens. To achieve its mis-
sion, OSI seeks to shape public policies that assure
greater fairness in political, legal, and economic
systems and safeguard fundamental rights. On a
local level, OSI implements a range of initiatives
to advance justice, education, public health, and
independent media. At the same time, OSI builds
alliances across borders and continents on issues
such as corruption and freedom of information.
OSI places a high priority on protecting and im-
proving the lives of people in marginalized com-
munities.

Investor and philanthropist George Soros cre-
ated OSI in 1993 as a private operating and grant-
making foundation to support his foundations in
Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet
Union. OSI has expanded the activities of the So-
ros foundation network to encompass the United
States and more than 60 countries in Europe, Asia,
Aftica, and Latin America. Each Soros foundation
relies on the expertise of boards composed of
eminent citizens who determine individual agen-
das based on local priorities.

OSI Initiatives

The Open Society Institute’s initiatives address
specific issue areas on a regional or network-wide
basis around the wotld. Most of the initiatives are
administered by OSI offices in New York, Lon-
don, or Budapest and are implemented in coopera-
tion with Soros foundations in various countries
and regions.

OSl initiatives cover a range of activities aimed
at building free and open societies, including grant
making to strengthen civil society; economic re-
form; education at all levels; human rights; legal
reform and public administration; media and com-
munications; public health; and arts and culture.

To view a list of OSI initiatives, please visit
www.soros.org/initiatives.

OSI Officesrand Programme Implementation
Mechanism

OSI is based in New York City and cooperates
with the Hungary-based OSI-Budapest. OSI-New
York is exempt from United States income tax un-
der section 501(c)(3) of the US. Internal Revenue
Code. Together with OSI-Budapest, OSI-New
York provides administrative, financial, and tech-
nical support to the Soros foundations. OSI-New
York operates initiatives, which address specific
issues on a regional or network-wide basis inter-
nationally, and other independent programs. OSI-
New York is also the home of a series of programs
that focus principally on the United States.

The Open Society Institute (OSI) of New York
has been supporting Nepali organizations that are
working towards creating open and democratic so-
cieties. Alliance for Social Dialogue has been facili-
tating the overall functioning of OSI’s activities at
the local level in Nepal.

Open Society Institute
400 West 59th Street
New York, NY 10019, US.A.
Tel. 1-212-548-0600, Fax. 1-212-548-4600
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